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Bruselas ae Octubre de 1923

CSed’\or Presidente y a*.igo.
Considero deber pasar a V.E.una coisunicacion per-

lativa a la actuacion del Uruguay en el Consejo y en la

la Sociedad de las Naciones !

Las actividades del Consejo pueae decirse que es-
tuvieron esta vez absorbidas,totalmente,por el conflicto italo-
griego.Este incidente internacional,en cierto ~omento,vino hasta
a poner en peligro el prestigio y la. existencia misma de la Liga
Felizmente la actitud de prudencia del Consejo y la colaboraciéon
gue se prestot a la Conferencia de Embajadores, deterrﬁinaron una
reaccion que permitié a la Sociedad de las Naciones salvar su au
téridad.

Quedan,ahora,por resolverse, mas definitivamente,
las cuestiones juridibas de competencia y con este motivo se re-
anudaran,sin duda,las discusiones sobre el caracter y la natura-
leza del nuevo organismo internacional creado por el tratado de
Versalles.

Hay fuertes intereses internacionales en juego

| que tienden a circunscribir la esfera de accién de la Sociedad
1de las Naciones.Los pueblos hoy dia mas fuertes de Europa no

Ipueden conciliar esos intereses con las atribuciones de una en-



(2)

tidad destinada a prenunciarse por arriba de la politica particu-
lar de cada Estado.Existe una oposicic’)zn formal a permitir que los
conflictos se internacionalicen.

Por otra parte las naciones mas débiles consideran
gue las prescripciones del £acto constituyen el medio apropiado
de aplicar el derecho y la justicia en el estado actual del mundo.

No es preciso olvidar,sin embargo,que mientras la
Sociedad de las Naciones carezca ue los medios necesarios para
hacer ejecutar sus decisiones nos encontraremos frente a fallos
sin sanciones por lo menos hasta el momento en que el cesarme de
los puebles sea una realidad.

Entiendo que el Uruguay debe mantenerse centro de
las tendencias que aspiran a ver consolidarse en el futuro la au-
toridad de la Liga,y sostener que en el periodo actual de ese or-
ganismo , todavia en formacion,loque no puede ni debe negarse,en
caso alguno, es su poder rroral de cooperacion y de colaboracidon
internacionales para afirmar la paz y la concordia entre los pu-

eblos.

Relativamente al Pacto de Asistencia Mutua que ha interesado,es-
pecialmente ,4 nuestro Gobierno en 1c que concierne & la defensa
de la neutralidad uruguaya en el caso de posibles conflictos ar-
mados entre nuestros vecinos,todo él hasido confiado, nuevamente, a

estudie de los Estados miembros de la Sociedad.Tendran V,E.y los

Ministerios competentes la oportunidad necesaria para someter a



la /sambl*a proxima las observaciones que se consideren del caso.

Lord Robert Cecil.que fué el autor del proyecto primitivo.mantuvo con-
migo algunas conversaciones privadas sobre el particular.Someti 4 su con
sideracidon la situacion especiallsima en que se encuentra la Republica.Le
hice ver que el deseo sincero y fundamental del Uruguay es.dentro de lo
posible,el de vivir en paz y entregado al trabajo-pero con el mas vivo
sentimiento de mantener su independencia y la integridad inviolada de su
territorio.

lie ha parecido de interés, uaeste respecto, que V.E.esté informado que:z en
una de esas conversaciones,el representante de la Gran Bretafia hizome
presente que no debia excluirse para casos como el nuestro,la posibili-
dad de la ayuda naval de las grandes potencias europeas.

Esta observacion,dado su origen,creo debe tomarse en seria consideracion
en todo cuanto ella 3ea conciliable con las interpretaciones que se han
dado al articulo 10 del Pacto,asi como con la redaccion ulterior y defi-

nitiva del Proyecto de Asistencia Mutua.

Respecto de nuestra posicion en el Consejo ella puede darnos oportunida-
des notorias de afirmar los principios de justicia y de derecho publico®
a que deben aspirar los pequefios paises.

Sin embargo,y muy espectalmente,debido & la circunstancia de vivir ale-
jados del candente escenario en que se desarrollan,hoy dla,103 més gra-
ves sucesossde la vida internacional,nuestra actitud debe hallarse siem-
pre inspirada por normas elementales de discrecidn y de prudencia.

Hay uos grandes orientaciones politicas que dominan en el seno de esa

corporacion:la de Francia y la de Inglaterra.Toda vez que nos sea posi-



eble seguir una conducta de conciliacién y de Justo meaio entre ellas,po-
dremos ser uUtiles & ambas partesy a nosotros mismos.

Pero también entiendo que,en cualquier extremo dificil,nuestra opinion y
nuestro voto deben inclinarse del lado de los principios y de la reglas
Juridicas establecidas en el pacto mismo.El buen concepto moral que ya se
tiene de nuestro Pais no podra,en esa forma,mas que vigorizarse y acrecen-
tarse.

Me parece facil que procediendo asi haya interés,en las diferentes tenden-
cias que dividen a la Asamblea,en apoyarnos con la misma eficacia con que
lo hicieron este ano,en elecciones sucesivas.

No le oculto que las aspiraciones de otros paises de América por ir al Con
sejo,son intensas y que buscara de aprovecharse cualquier yerro de nuestra
parte,para sustituirnos.Me permito #ues aconsejar gque nuestros representan
tes en el Consejo deben pesar,muy seriamente,su conducta y actitudes de a-
cuerdo con las instrucciones que le dard,en cada caso,el Gobierno de Vues-
tra Excelencia.

Puedo,con verdadera satisfaccion,hacer notar 4 V,E.que el Uruguay es obge-
to,hoy dia,en el extrangero,de un alto aprecio moral y que los hechos han
venido a probar esta asercidn consagrandose nuestra eleccidon con un con-
curso de votos muy superior al alcanzado por los demas paises elegidos.
Enviaré al Exmo Sr Ministro ue Relaciones Exteriores detalles més exten-
sos de todo lo obrado.VVuestra Excelencia tendrd en esos informes los ele-
mentos necesarios para completar esta suscinta exposicion previa.

Cumpleme aprovechar esta oportunidad. para saludar al Sefor Presidente y



amigo con mi mas alta y distinguida consideracion.

A Su Excelencia el Sr Ingeniero Don José Serrato

Presidente de le Republica

Montevideo






La Société des nations, dont la France se
fait honneur davoir, il y a des siécles, émis
I'idée premiére, ne constitue pas sculement
une promesse. Sa courte existence lui a per-
mis deja, au travcrs de heurts inévitables, de
justifier sa création par ses bienfaits. Elle
ne pourrait étre compromiso que par l'erreiu
de doclrinaires qui, n'apercevant qu’'une face
de la réalité, oublieraient la condicion subs-
tantielle de sa prospérité impliquée dans son
imc uitme.

Qui dit Société des nations dit nations. .
Ves nouveaux Etats ont pour souci capital
de se stabiliser, de se donner les institutions
et les cadres indispensables a leur établisse-
ment. La sécurité extérieurc est leur premier
besoin.

lis savent que la France, qui a pour loi le
respect des traites, ne perniettrait pas que fit
troublé Fordre creé par lavictoire. Pour exer-
cer son action, elle jéuit — il est permis mi-
me & des Frangais de le constater — d’un
prestigc qu’eile-doitiiioins encore & sa puissan-
ce matérielle qu’a son autorité morale. Elle n'a
attendu et obtenu du succés de ses-armes que
la rentrée au girébn maternel de ceux de ses
cnfants que la forcé en avait arrachés. Elle
ne rédame que son du.

Son souhait fervent est de rcsserrcr les
liens d’amitié et d’alliance noués par le péril
commun avec. des peuples dont elle n'oubliera
jamais les sacrifices.

Le peuple franjais est-un honnéte homme.



have failed. All one can say Bifat that may be
so, but the organizations whgave attemptcd
to IeaI%Nith them have not ‘i<en pre-eminently
successful.

Un the other hand, U3 «V ong/lkicowsave
the number of smallerasuitn» tineicixaave
Leen entrusted to the |A»u (fficeltidagne
has slvcccded in allaying t!' %eforc it- 1

disputes  which have Cop?
C°Hjtanccs ot thos®

HONOUR OF TH
league.

LORD R. CECILS

need not recoumt the o
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time from the Ambassadors” Conference telling | of whether that Covep.ar] peimits auy su<h |
us what was going on in Paris.
speech from the Italian representativo denying ' League agair,st anotber without at ary rate
the competence of the League in a ver | 3
more modérate form. it must be said. than the | debate in order to settle the dispute before
ICangua_ e.which liad been used outside the | such mensures are taken.

ounci
occasion that we liad road to us the rolevant !
articles of the Covenant in French and Eng-

We liad a '

mucli !

of the League, and it was on that

isli, pointing out what the duties of the '

disputes—the questions rf AC Aaland Islaads’ | Council were, and that we could not infringe

oi Cpper Silesia, of AlbreLgid t*rbla’ wblcb | those duties without breaking the Covenant

"as a very dangerous m, djon. and even the | and

DEFENCE.
DOMINION SUPPORT. e o™

The following passagos jrom the.

speechcs on the work of tho League of
Nations made at, the nieeting of the Im-|

perial Conference on Thursday werei
oflicially issued last night :—
Lord R. CKcn,—What 1 would like to try .
to do, if L may. is to Inake Pome kind of esti-
(

ma o ot tbe present. position oi the League
.iml vvhai place it ought to occupy, and does

occupy, m the foreign policy of the Empire.

fioped ilSWSGRTSIG HR9E9Bech, HBOUILiNaYG

Ao 12ast"Sr,

Vit RSSRlS'POR |
vented.

piete success, yet it «<l B ——preVavted

fighting which was aireadyi« PrO8res&’
THE ITALO-GReiK CRIS1S

But all these are smnllpriu®5stions' a"’d Plid !
is why the recent Italian question is of
such enormous important**Il tlie b'storJ".0’
the League. It was the firi°l<as,?n on "*lic*
an international dispute d dIP or(‘@r
one which might easilv Wi> "ed ,0 senous
war¢, in. Europe—had come'’0?" e League,

On'et or tWQt' o_Iemen{tary ﬂbsﬁ{VaﬁlonSd Owin% to and it is for that- reason tw* hope the Con-
celt.un criticisms qrom nhighlv-placed quarters ference will allow me jus»0  *br<|li»b , @
Minen nave been passed™n tho recent pro- gates and events and ;J)oirf old <xactly 17" |

ceedings of the Loa<Uo
l« seems neceSaat>? to en)pbaslzP oncp agaj,,
that the -u.agui is not a supPr.stet,e. and it is

the League did do and
not do. .
The morder of General Tel*nl *5>Q

Ibe League did

L place on

not.there_tot_give |ﬁwa tQ’th \?/OJ-_l(I' . Ris not | August 27. and the ltal»» ultimatum was |
an organization which either_legislutes ior or j ' ' ;
admitfisters other countries. n0|9 IS It a mere issued on August 29. IV @reek rePh’ was |

the next day, August 30.»*ld- aU-el' acceding |

ilebating socio y, a collection of more or less to tlie first threé or foof ilel.iands, it ex- |

eminent persons who so_there to indulge in
iutile oratory. | think it may be deflned as
an interngtional organization to consjder and
discuss anil agree “upon International action
and the settlement of international difflculties
and disputes. Its method is not. therefore,
tlie method of coercive government; it is a

able to accede to the illlel three. without
abdicatingi_ its sovereigntv"™*'lI" *s, to under-
take to, liang somebody, to allow anotber
Power to talco its plice *n trving the
crimindis, and, above all. to undertake to pav
50,000,000 lire whatever bappened. Those

incidentally breaking the Trcaties of

Peace. of whicii the Covenant was part.

It became olear at this stage. both from

war between Lithuania «JP®laud was pije" | what Signor Salandra said to us in tho Council
I think no oni''s» den> tl’at the | and irorn

work of the League did_rjt roeet "*Ith @g2’\ i outside. that the |taliana were now prepared '

information conveyed to us from

“—tlioy liad not said so up till tlien—to accept

any fighting on the «ubied «fl st°pped the | (he Conference of Ambassadors. not only as

the proper authority for dealing with the way than by the report of the Council. it
| offence to the Ambassadors. but as determin-

ing what. ought to be done between Greece
and Italy. and. therefore. on that date we
were, l'or the first time, in the presence of an
agreement by the two partios of the dispute

. to accept the decision of a tribunal, of a bodv, | the legality of the occupation of Corfd, which

outside the League.

COUNCIL AND AMBASSADORS
CONFERENCE.

A certain number of members of the Council
met and considered what r%ply we ought to
send to the Ambassadors, and we felt that our
business under the Covenant was to do every-
thing we could to promote a settlement. and,
silice the two parties liad agreed to accept
the decision of !lie Conference of Ambassa-
dora, our object henceforward was to do everﬁ/—
thing we could to facilitate the task of the

. plained that the Greek fiovermnent was not Ambassadors, and to malee their decision as '

nearly in accordance with the public opinion
of the world as expressed at Genova as we
could. We therefore drew up the proposed
terms of settlement apart from the question
of the evacuation ot Corfd, and those were
proposed by the Spanisli member of the

method of consont. and its <xeeutive instru- three demanda the Greeks relused. and they Council at the nieeting of the Council on
vnelnvahs1 n%t, for;(:g, _lr)1u_t tpu%lcl)cn Uplﬁéct)XIt'o man (concltéded gy saylbng that H Ithe|r I[]eply was the 6th.

sov! Insist u what. Y (not, deemed to be satisiwl°ry they were  Wwe were unable to send those proposals as
of my heaTCTS. must be very olementary obser- q}ljite -wiHiiur Ra Ahlnim. fM, who e—-**»*)t/**g>; ﬁbp" e 1o ep p i o
vations, and 1 only because, in con- | the L-eague”and-they 10<,,¢,, Rien*tse*vea ¢ ¥ - 4 ) B?PESF get- over
iicxion with this crisis, there was published a | guangesEg accept whatevef League shoulc;! A at, at my suggestien, we
very strong crilicisni of the League and the : ; ! (lecideil to send the whole of the minutes of
action of ‘the "Eritish representatg/es. on the n the same day. ‘llic 30th. carne the gu, proceedings to the Ambassadors, who. as

Ambassadors’ Note making their demanda; for
the Ambassadors were parties to the dispute ;
and also on the same day the Italian Govern-
ment intimated that thev would not accept

authority oi an ex-Prime Minister. which

seemed to me to show that .there was a con-
siderable misapprehension. oven in the highest

uarters. of what the League really st.rives to

0. Tho League's business is not” to iinpose the League. It is rather important that that
a settlement. even when ;t controversy is should be emphasized, because it has been
brought before it ; it is to promote agree- Suggestod that it was something which the
lhent: League did which induced the Italian Govern-

ment to reject it ; but. as a matter of fact,
they rejected it before the League had done
anything. On the 3ist
Note was delivered and the bombardment and

The EBAIFBYEFSY was brought before the
League under Aiticle 15. as | shall show in a
minute, and its business was to get. a settle-
ment. of the controversy and an agreement
of the parties, afiil if they did not agree, there
wa?_. no power under the Covenant, Dor. woLf[.I
it have been at all in, accordance with the.

eneral principies of the League. for the

eague to attempt to enforcc what the Council

of the League rnight think was the proper

settlement. As cverybody, | imagine, in

this room knows quite well, there is only

ne ,occasioB, in. vvhich, under the ngnant
e rticle 16,

appeared in the
League.
THE GREEK REQUEST.

On September ! the Greek request for a
fiearing before the Council of the League was
received in Geneva. The Council of the
League happened to be in session already. It
immediately met on the moming of the Ist
orcé Is t-0 used, 1.e., under and ; in_private—it is an jllusion oi some of our
the object of that is not to enforcc e.nv particu- . critics to suppose that the first meetings of
lar settlement or a particular action, but to | the Council to deal with this matter were in
preven,t nations from fighting, especially until : public. It met in private, and the Greek re-
an 0pp0rtunit¥ has been. given for discussion | ?resentatlvo. M. Politis, presented bis request
and consideration and agreement. I for the consideration + and decision__of ~the

It is rather important, 1 think, that that! jjoague. He read Artieles 12 and 15, or at
should be realized in considering the action” ! any vate the material parts of them. and
of the League. and not least its action in under those Artieles anvone can see who
connexion, with this Italian-Greek crisis. | refera to them that there is an absoluto right
There ought to be no doubt about it, because | given to any member of the League to submit
the very words of the Preanibh’ describe its | {o the l.eague any dispute likely to load to a
objeets—* to promote international coopera- | ruptura witii any ‘other member of the League,
tion and to_achieve international peace and | and it becomes the absolute duty of the
security.”  Those are the two objeets of the | Council to take that matter into considera-
llague, an’l they are to be accomplished, ! tion and endeavour to effect a settlement of
as 1 say, by indue'mg tho nations to agree | ji and, if. a settlement is imﬁossﬂlﬁl F{{F—‘n
and act together, and not by any* attempt, | {iélir and report upon_ the -isSue-stubritted t
bv a group of nations, or by the majority of
the League, io enforei' of any particular!

~Nioff-ny particular line of eonduet which

SOMNNOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS.
t U 11 like iust to ask whether this con

(0]

resort 10 war. un*ji_tlu>_disuade. 1>« t>»nrd

and reported IlPoil- Coooo
.ol Lis speech M Politis disclaime |
any desire that Article 10 should be applied.
| her i Article 16, as every ene knows. is an Article
I would lik* 3 ( to ask it in view ot g\llhickh dprovigesI for ei:ononlic pfessure and
jop==Nn i’ T. - al ockade, and ultimately stronger ipeasures jn
Wég{oﬁas out successfulfyy! ek caso a countrv resorte % wiw g\J/vithFcJ)ut havir{g
—has, m fact. w obiect oi the Picambie submitted its dispute to tlie League. In other
me just take the ti Jj J( rot think words, M. Politis did not claiin that, there
—ir.terr.ational cooy -] Ue will deny had been a resort to war. | think he. was
the severest criticism o Ah< "1 t of right. in the attitude he took. There had been

(hui It fe'™ “>< 1 »¢ an act which might have been treated as an
LI" iforio»» ‘(ilon. .1 mMi act of war. but, in fact, was *10t treated as
the ’u,tet.nmalCl.tior- -1 do not. propose to ar. act of war by the pnrty ugaiust whom it
proyose to n A - R has donc, but was directed : ~and, therefort*. there was
discos or dr™rlto e<msiderjhe wm.oiis technicallv no resort to war, and M. Politis,
. . . ~"ruu - olf».

acted in ord<r to promote internal ional

know whether the Coniprence may have
noticed a letter by Sir Frederick Poilock in
‘fhc Times oi yesterday in which that. dis-
tinguished jurist éxplains bis view that there
i 'was no resort to war in this case.-

cooperction 1 think tliere will be no doubt!
in the mir.ds of anKbody in this room that
it has c&riicd out this part of its duty with
very" remarkable success.

Ta-ko its humanitarian exertions : the re- .
patriation of huvdreds of thousands of THE QU_ESTION OF_ CO'V[PETENCE'
prisoners of war, the. relief of hundreds of = The lItalian representativo. Sefior Salandra,
thousands of refugees, the organization of a said that he had no instnictions and asked
defence against the epidémica from thel
East of Europe, achieved with very httle
expense and with absolutely complete success.
Oi- you may take its social activities : the great
efforts, an oS I é
to strengthen tho iight against opium,- to League had no competence at that stage. but
extirpate the horrible trafhc in women and suggestod thar it was a matter that the Con-
children. which is one of the disgraces of ference of Ambassadors ought to.deal with.
our civilizalion ; the assisting and protec- That was not aécepted iit that stage by the
tion of native races, and a vorv large part Greek representatives. and on behalf of the
of its work which is subsidiary to the l.eague, British Government | said we liad no doubt-
but in a sensc a part of it—its work in the at all as to the competence of the League,
International Labour Organization. and that 1, while deploring deeply the murder,

Or you may take its oconomic work : the _which 1. of conree, did—said “on behalf of
great ‘amount of work it has already done the British Government that we felt there
to facilitate the increase of transit between was no question as to the duty of thé League
nations, or the smaller mattor that it has to entertain the request 6f the Greek Govern-
had something to do with—to relieve the ' ment under the clear terms of Article 15.
liindrancc caused by ﬁaSSDO"t regulations, or 1 thipk the Conference would agre,; that the
the work which it has done quite lately, position was clear. There was a dispute ;
the other day, to induce the nations to agree if ever a dispute existed which could be
on a Convention for the enforcement, of described as likelv to lead to a ruptura, it
commercial arbitralion, a thing of immense a5 a dispute of that natura ; it was a dis-
importance to the commercial interests all pute which at any moment might have caused
over the world. war between the two countries. Any hasty

THE AID TO AUSTRIA. action on the part of the Greek C'ommander

Or you may take its financial work. | might have precipitated tbe two countries into
need not. %o back on the ojd Brussels Con- a war. and it may be with othér countries
ference of 1920, although 1 still think that was as well ; that was clearly a dispute likely to
a very considerable effort towards the financial lead to a ruptura. Itwas submitted to the
re-establishment of the world, and that it Council of the League by ono of its members
ueserved better practica! success than it ! expressly asking thenito act. under Article 15.
actually achieved. Or you may take the . and. as anvone who will read that Article will
better known and more striking success, the | agree. there was n6 option or discretion in the
very, very" considerable steps that have been matter ; the Council were bound to act. and
taken towards the financial rehabilitation of they did act. The Une which I took on behalf
Austria-—I have not time to deal with it in of the British Government was very wartnly
any detail, but the Conference is well aware supported by the Swedish representativo. M.
of the very remarkable success that has been Branting, and there was no question 011 the
achieved in that direction. So remarkable part of any memberoj the Council as to what
is it that Hungary is asking us to help heri i the duty of the Council was, apart from the
the same kind of way, though 1 hope with Italian Trepresentativo.
less contingent financial liability than in the Mowever, we adjourned in order to allow
case of Austria; and unhappy Greece, which ' the [talian representativo to receive bis in-
has been saddled with a terriblo financial ; structions, merely passing a resolution to the
problem of prowdln% for a million refugees, = effect that we lioped nothing would be done

that is, a quarfer of her whole population. in i 011 eitljer side to a%gravate the situation. The
addition to the existing population, is asking ; Assembly met on the 3rd. alld bacj become

us to facilitate the raising of a loan for that quite evident that there "as a very strong
purpose and the establishment of a scheme for znd unanimous feélmg i'l Assembly on

nttention to the fact that since the matter
was also an offence against the Conference of

occupation of Corfu took place, and articles™ clear competence of the League.
Italian Press hostile to th{{7'~fissetrted to b
i the Uruguaya®* member® and also by the of a State.

toA

for an adjoumment, but,incidentally called |

st Ambassadors they were involved, and it was '
the successful efforts, it lias made a question—be did not actually sav that the -

we knew,.were going to meet the next, day
to deal with the matter. and the minutes 1II-
cluded not only the actual proposals which
were, in fact, the proposals which were after
wards ad<Tpt«d practicnUF—

or very small alterations, by tn onierence
of Ambassadors. but also included certain
very" important dedarations by other members
besides the British member of the Council

> as to the competence:of the League. Che

the Ambassadors’ Belgian member. for instance. M. Hymans,
made a verv strong declaration as to tbe

That was

the-Swedash member and by

iSpanish repreriantatiyer™

I It was, of.course. quite well known that
h h feeling. 1h
| AL EEPeRed e R eelingi o | (Ve

assembleil at Geneva, and | happen to know.
las a m tt%r of fact that that fFeI(ijr:lﬁ= wa
conveye y a great number of differen
| nations both at, Paria and at Rome to the
| Governments of France and lItaly. 1 have

ot . myself, the least doubt that that stro
\?eelmgyﬁlad a considerable effect.” upon tﬂg
readiness witli which the Conference
Ambassadors. on September 7, adopted the
1su%gestions which the Council of the League
I had” put, forward as to the settlement. of tho

i question apart from the evacuation of Corfi.
The Conference of Ambassadors did adopt

13, 1923.

v B «—— ™ ?aint;lir-ing his opposition’
action to be t&kcn by or“ member o. e ' rests clash .
thoroughly "Aion
thal the p?sl ioeg * League is not one
of forcé; i~ mn test on the sanction
of the of forcé, buv public opinién, the moral
legates enlightened tk( T r
This We cgn midtrsls-i*.  T',support of public opinion
the Coinclil T & Conlnrtssion aggoint%i by (and we esipi<t of fkt *ax@e, part M doin S@%
council, a report was made and rei. and the i'eehn£f JhogOrld oo the side of th
the~<ffd<CrenJadc tliat, Commission was to i League, the bet + “°F the future of the League.
‘r‘ect that. instead of repealing Article 10 | The League i The League ideal
bv thoeAw<?tamVe Ta”Se 8»ould be adopted Seems to be tn wily hope of the world. and
AsserehR ssenlblc}/.. Ihis was discussed at two if jn. practic® '. League has not realized the
iindiT<?retf und In> 1922 our representative ~great anticipél @s of those who originated

r 'Mger Powers. | agree
it g

ert when he savs

discussion and «»gnati(,

resortir.g to everv niei'-n8
mtesen'hl,"°\al<itbe Very ftrst meeting
ard a&1 & ren CanK; beior® th® de

COUNCIL'S ACTION DEFENDED. w-is TF d f2rJhe repeal of Article 10.

Shortlv, | ventare to sav that the Council '

did exactlv what it cught to have done under |
the Covenant. Its business was to promote
a settlement. If that settiement could r.ot
be promoted by diplcuiacy or by arbitration,
which are mentionod under Article 13, its
business was to ¢ear and report upon the

dispute itself. It c&rried out that duty of of Arre tha>nhr COU d npver obta™n the repeal It, it is bccans® ds youth and inexperience.
promoting a_settlen ent absolutely and its in Idv»k> 10”,br°Ught up ar®lher aniendment In_the end it must “triumph: that is in-
suggestions for the settlement “ere. as | orel < nce °f th@® proposition of tho Inter- €Vitable. Ther' ir nothing else if there is
venture to think, o’ "icat valué and were I>reiative .clause. to be a reign oi >aw and justiee in this world.

in themselves quite sound; but once the nJ KrOuel}t 1h® same amendment and, with To my mind there is no doubt that the League

parties had agreed en settling it *n another sentar!’ Of Rofc@rt Cécd a*d the repre is ngt only » iWeat world interestit is a
io . Great Powers, we were able British inferes > too. [ thoroughly endorse
was not only the right, but it *"as tbe du,y lITestablish that we should at least have that , what Mr. ra 882d.  The moge we ¢éh

interpretanve clause, vvhich was before the | make the Le«<«ue a real living forcé the less

of the Council to do everything it could | x €
vnre?iri\SSIC'n"1submi<t®d to th@ Assembly gnil armamento we as an Empiré ghalj require.

| to facilitate the settlement by these means.

i There remain, then, these two questiops rotea Dy a largo majority. if we considered We cannot rest merely on a mijlitary or a
"which 1 have referred to : the question ot Mat. only one voice was opposed to it. . naval basis. “inething far greater than
obert Cecil.—It was onlv Persia armaments wm be tvanted

N an Empire as
great as ours. )

The League mmcems t0 me io
stantial, moral reinforcemen® "t “ ¢ Whole
position. The moro We can strengthen it
the more we cafe make it a rea?lty._%e moré
secure our position will be. which is not one

which was against it.

australian good will.
Mr. Bruce SPrime Minister of Australia).—
<)n behalf ot tho people of Australia, 1 fee
I_musB say soingthing ip\vr?(garl;d to_this gues-
tion. because 0 not think there is anything il iti
ol this Gime they’are. morl nteresied I tha o MIlary or fevel ambiions, but of pecca.
the League of Nations. The idea of the aims | o) thab whaUver wo-cau do to strengthen
and objeets of the League is gradUally per- | the' position ot the League we shall do.
colating through Aust ralia, and there is a very
strong ~feeling grovving UP there that the A NEW EMPIRE BOND.
League of Nations has, at least, gol the gerni Y°Ald know that hehind the League
of a hope lo maintain peace in the world. | and behind th<* action it has, on occasion, to
am confident that Australia would take | 7 whole forre and weight of
any action it could to promote the authority ' the British Empire. | aill sure the League
of the League of Nations, and to give it every s adding a new bond of cohesion to the
opportunity to go forward and grow in Empjre. = | am sure that the time is coming
stréngth and become the great instrument \yhen the young nations of the British Empire
that those who brought it into being had in \ill" pe preparod to support any particular
Une of action, not merely to support Great

Britiiin, but because the League is bein

i I have already dealt with. and the question
i of the competence of the League. They nave
been dealt with in tlis way. “We, most ot us,
or | and several of the other members ol the
Council, dcsired that they should be referred
to the International Court of Justiee ior an
advisorv opinién. The Italians were opposed
. to that in the case of one of the questions.
| They proposed that thev should be referred
to ommission of Jjrists. Lo ;
6I%mate'ly we agi %& to the Commission ot
Jurista, and the Itilians agreed to a verv
. strong declaration—that an){_ dispute be-
tween members of th League likely to lead to |
r. rupture is within tie sphere of action of the
Lea?ue, and_that i the dispute cannot be
set-tled by diplomare, arbitration, or judicial
settlement, it is the mtv of the Council to deal
- with it under ArticleJS of the Covenant.

In view of that very strong declaration.
which seemed to mito go far to dispose of
the ciuestl_on of th( competence, 1 did not

myself think it wa necessary to fight any
longer for the ’mydiate reference to the
International Courtbf Justiee. = The matter
will go to this Ooraiittee of Jurists afiil they
will report to the ngt nieeting of the Council
on December 10. T the Council still feel
that the matter is i any doubt they will be
able to put any futlier questions they like

Jnternationa Court. It seems to_me,

Tefore, that as fr as the formal position

of the League is conerned, it is unhurt.  An

be a real, sub-

mind,

| think that Australia's demand for_some
voice in the foreign policy of the Empire is,
lo a very great extent, directly traceable to
the League of Nations afiil Australia’s interest
in its objeets. It has been very well put bv
Lord Robert, Cecil—to vvhom, of course, vve
are very grateful for the information he has
iven tliat Britain’s foreign policv is_peace.

ustraha’s foreign policy would certainly be
peace : and quite apart.” from any apprchen-
reOxS w ,cb F may have appeared to suggest
t-nat we had of being involved in war without
our consent, we also feel that after the late

and they stand by the League.
nations “will : .
addod reason _for comino fni
porting the international
Britain.

nr<l
action or

What. do we sea to-day ?

attack was made ojits competence that has . L al i i
been either actuall withdrawn or will be tragic wyar we have a. responsibility to try fo T e oY e e s
dealt with finally ii the near future. (°"our share in promoting peace in"Ihe wvorld, Ve

possible to mal
up which bo
tinuing. ‘

In those clrcimstances. if there is any
practicnl forcé,that will work in keeping the
nations togetljer in peace and protect us
against an <fa of complete reae.tion and

her rally again. The break-

and Australia would believe that the founda- gan at the end of the war is coh-

A VALUABE PRECEDEN!" ~  tion of Britains forei%
The question of he occupation of Corfu is Ua*nly be to support tl
also to be submittd to legal determination,
and so is the guestiin of the responsibility for
a political crime cimmitted on the territory
I confes | think those provisions

n policy should ccr-
e League of Nations
tn the world authoilty it6 ®reat "« possible

wire a debat® wbich took place in Australia
Ith regard to these Conferences, the view

for dealing with thue questions which have jtere *i*presSed 1pal one of the greatcst tasks Prigandage suel) as seems now to be sett.ing
been raised in thisdispute in a strictly legal that ja? 16 our hand was to seewhether this in. if there is any such praetical institution,
way form a very aluable precedent.” I do Conference representative of the whole €t Us exploitit the full. We are no doubt

not recall any insance of an international
dispute of this naure raising very difficult
questions which lis been followed by an
attempt to settle hose questions by strictly
legal and constituional means, and if that
precedent is estabfehed and is followed, it
reall¥ will lav the bundation, as it seems to
me, for a gradual ffiboration of international
law which™ may be of enormous valué for
the future peace of tje world.

Therefore, formafc/, the League is unhurt.
Substantialle/, howver, 1 do not think one
can go as lar as |at. Thore has been the
challenge bv a Gre; Powe
of the L

in for a very bad time. | think this present
generatlon will probably see human iInstitu-
tions put to as severe a, test as they have
ever been. And when ive' have an institution
like this. which. wliatever the attitude of
llie Great Powers, is undéubtedly appealing
stronglv to the smaller Powers, practically to
all of them, | think we should marshal our
forces hehind it. knowing that this will be a
stabilizing ageney, nnd that. it will help to
keep us together and keep humanity afloat
through the dark seas through which we are

VO ing now. . . r ,
?(/Iarg Vgakkkn (Prime Mrnister o# Newfound-

en'snrte’ Th d nOt re4ly d° soni®“b*'ig towards
some 0? re® PCaCe °f the wor)d and «olving

f-reh! Very 8®noi*s problems we are
t\kediWwvh t°;day- Th® People of Australia
I am”ire i T stro"gi/iew of this matter. and
voice reJd?” would saP(, almost- with a united
oice, that they do believe in the League of

Nations, and that all our actions ought. to
noworreCit’dftOWards”irylng to Promote its
world? 1 fOrCe’ aud “ts auth°r*ty in the

NEED OF THE LEAGUE.
Hiere is one thing, hovvever, that I think
favou?l flreSaT" W® ar® @ntbusiasticallv in

| i K landj.—1 wi|l not trespass upon the Con-
\ Vggw ar-lrc!ﬁI % exv%geokaeglec%e% ll?a/th(e;‘rr%?v(\:/ wear ét- immediaiiy bv a verv remarkable Iti ought, to ShOWbléI]tl’eVE\zlls ctj?slgrket}gﬁt ;ﬂg ferer{ce exce_plrt to e_)pprega Wha’g 1 feel ad a
| pause. of the League. t showed. ju- voTy strong, ¥erY *grleat,IUdiS(r:]retion,_ ig thfe next Ifew years, &%Z%'tm?g_Egﬁﬁn%'ﬁﬁ“?gs"g‘ect \Q%Léthi's ggn?etirr%lgé
THE OCCUPATIQN, Qfi.. GOREYiw tus,, vital-feciiji_on the part of all these ®effa'nly U fthe period of ite infaney subjected toymevrrection, eitlier moral or
X\e WPrei 11 Hvete going to deal with tlie ""ors, not only i Europe but all over the and ?°agud ~es to go too far.and too fast \Rveica) which, as | know from personal ex-
mbassadorad 9o 0 e eaid only  recire *bat I*gue must be supported, h”re ° achlev® all tbe objeets it has in view peliartce is sometimes quite unjustifiable. The
quesﬁ‘on 'blele business of tht P_eague was éx that 1t >vas kS?y uarantee of justiee own ends 1 ihink H WIU defoat ite ) )

it * the partie» agreeing that they will not | 100 °““®nan”agreement and a settlément, and between the..

| H8?long"as there was any prospect of a settle-
inent being reached it was not the duty of
‘the Council of the League to intervene.
They, therefore, held their hand altogether
during the nextiew days, awaiting the decision
of the Conference of Ambassadors as to what
was going to happen in Corfa. They, of
course, reserved to themselves the right. to
take the matter up again if no settlement
was reached, or if a settlement was reached
so plainly in deiianee of all public law that
they couid not allow it to pass.
As a matter of fact.on the 13th the settley’
i ment was reached. and the Note which was
| sent byr the Conference of Ambassadors jto
Greece” was ngt unsatisfactory. It said that
it adhered to the terms, of course. of Septemi

that Italy' would in any case evacuUate Cotiu
| on September 27, which, | may parentheticaHy
observe, was two days before the end of the
Assembly. they went. on to say that if the
| Ambassadors were satisfied that. Greece gad
not carried out with due care its obligations
to search for and punish the criminais, then
" thev. reserved to themselves the right  to

| ifipose further penaﬁties on Greece, including

the ga%/ment of the whole 50 million _lire
!\(/:wth ut any reference to the International
ourt.

. That was the Note of September 13. On
that we were not called upon to make any
' observations. because both Greece and the
. Italians aecepted the Note, and, so far as the
Leggue was _coficerned. tbe matter was at an
l'end.” A settlement had been cffected ; we
i had done the best we could to effect that
settlement, and | am convinced that the con-
' centration of public opinion at. Geneva was
one of the great factor* in promoting what
was, after all. a verv. (alpid pacifie solution
of an exceedingly difficiilt question.

REFERENCE TO JURISTS.

On September 17 there was a meeting of the
Council at which we took note of this settle-
ment, and | took the opportunity of exPIain—
ing very much what | have expained to the
Conference here®—what seemed to us the duty
of the League in cases of this kind. On the
18th the Italian representative made a further
statement as to his objection to the com-

| petence of the League. It was, | think one
may say without imJ)ertine_nce, more modérate
than the previous dedarations had been and,
thereupon. it was agreed that we should take
means to clear up definitely and for ever, as
far as one could, all these legal questions
that hail been raised : the question of com-
petence, the %uestlon of the right to seize
territory” in order to enforcc demands—I will
deal with that in a moment—and also the
question of the responsibility for political
crimes committed on the territory of a State.

1 need not, trouble tho Conference with the
details of the negotiations that then took
place. A number of meetings of the Council
took place and wc called in our legal advisera.

| They drew up iive questions which raised
these matters afiil they were aecepted, together
with a declaration to0 which 1 ‘shall refer in
a moment, by the Italian Government. On
the 28th—and this is_the last dato 1 shall
have to trouble the Conference with—there
was m?.etin%_ of the whole A:Eﬁem ly, when
for the first time, the Assembly thought it

League is a young one, and | think it has
borne the strain very successfully. The fact
that it has borne that strain shows that
although it is young. still it is a hardy and
strong growth. and | feel confident that when
it goes forward and becomes the power. which
undéubtedly it will become, it- will not be
subjected to suel) strains as have been put on
it récently. By that | mean that the nations
will see what the League can really do ana
will rather apply to.it for aid than attempt to
thwart it. So far as Newfoundland is con-
cerned, we are not, represented in the llague
of Nations. but we leave our interests, with
perfect confldence, in the hands of Lord
Robert Cecil,

iKibH SUPPORT.

| rofessor Mac>BilL (Minister of Educa-
ron Insh Free Stauj.—r lllay say that the
Insh bree State has “rrived at nothing nearer

V i »t fhe small States
particularly were vitally interesteu -n {jl0
maintenance of thcfcuthority of the League.

I. think that waTa very "valuable counter-
weight to the repiliation—I think we_must
admit it was repujation—bY a great Power
of the competence > the League, at any rate
for a time. | do bt think that repudiation
has dor.e the Leiue’s authority as much
harm as some peopfe believe.

ENCOURAGING FACTORS.
Apart from tlieactual repudiation, by a
reat Power the oier unfavourable-i-ymptom
+ that struck me at jer.eva was a certain wapt
of cor.tidence in tliicCouncil of the League by

a<;?°"adg\ £ think verv great progress
ex?stenceD8bthe th¢, Ix>a”u® has been in
gmi ™2t(bas alreadyb®en mad® and | am
accelrrated and ‘'tlLilhat Progresa will be
surprised at what the . w@ may b@ a bttle

The position will proi.fi'v®@ ?an a~mplish.

| a B

S R A I A A e
eep jt functioning, and whether 1ij~tence,
League, or a greater League that wul Is thls
ulp m a few years, we have to keep thisSPrlng
alive. Me saw very clearly that it w,®a

ive.
LDREGRRY S M) Ri6ka%d Y B IFRy PR
the members of tje Council of the Leagué. *ather seem to have forgotten. The Leaeue

They did r.ot feel|s sure of themselves as T £hould be kept alive because, if this League
could have. wisl The¥ did not quite ,oes, we have no hope of establishing anv-
be safe

krowr what it wot for them to do., i gg&pj,l we have been through
MpUU—U... p.rhi] X 1. of surprise/ anther V&?ﬁéq@ A o g
considering the s time which the Leagu<\ aIIvugc}t]enl the id Afwt(]irail_la is £ Nati
in_esfittnee,  but 1 - do - thinkox By behmg thefdga of the,Leqgye of, Natiops,
e _peace of

has been | .
that it points ti the necessity for those

> c»n e surc_fth

elieves that if th(> Ixiagiio
to grow there is the

countries that bdeve in the League, as ”)ﬁii g Intan
hoge we do.glvmgw the I.eague n all possiblenhe”world, but It b
occasions everv ¢iport that thev can andC *s given opfpo_rtum%/ €

making it a most ¢sential part of our foreign] Wgefih kere of tire & thirg~that might ensure
poli pese? ““(hej==<ruL ““ the

0Olcny'the other bnd, | think we may say,
agent for PEACE.

those of us who lelieve in the League. that
Masse P{i e Minister, of New 7c»_
- woﬁlt [

trE)eret vtVﬁ_re vermee}nv encc;wagingtt thin%s‘ M
abou is crisisJnot. oniy the “matters 1o | | Mty e Minister, of New /¢
| think we may sympathize with Lord Robert Cacil &' What

which | have alrealy alluded.

sav with great truh that the machinery of the Has recently taken place. nat
League worked wlh that. it all worked, as wc s . .

used to be told. according to plan, that I’or years past- he has given nracticillv re«
the dispute, wh<4 it was presented. carne
naturally to the Cimcil, the Council naturally
considered it. thed was no hitch or difficulty.
1 myself believe jiat the publicity in which
the later stages ofthe controversy took place
was all to the gd>d. 1| believe it enablod
public opinién to mpport. the League. to sup-
port what | think was justiee. | think that,
the effect of publij opinién was exactly what
we, who believed n it. thought it would be ;
it was overwhelinng.' that 110 countrv could
stand against it. and that. when it became
clear that the ptplic opinién of the world
was on_one_side, fiat country had to modify
its policy in accordance with the opinién
expresSed.

Somebody saidjto me the other day that
the British Enipre never had any foreign
policy except to jeep tho peace. I believe
that is roughly tiue ; at any rate, time for
very many decaaes, if not centuries, past.
We have tried to keep the peace ; that has
been the great object of British foreign policy

sirne of reU ' bka}\/_o
icisms, at whic

) beCn disaPP«inted with
some of the cri h 1 am i

With every

7/ /|
§e§e| Eg-[eaSu@)- Rut with regard to

tooat bas taken Place, my own opinion is that
Ind ? reiCV re TXpected the League
SHBBorters o) T°mC °f <hc_mOr® ard®nt
° °rrars of the League are themselves to
The ideahthatelmg that b~ b®®n created.
ni idea that, was created was this that

.r Ta,e?< fi Ih'l .
«ar. 1 never thought so. | do not fhink
the aia’°ment.tbat the prevention of war bv
n teioTT10 S P°ssibl®- The League was

THE

working, not by forcé, not by power, but. t?nn 1d tO Pr<2mote Peace—peace bv arbitra-
by tryihg to._promote” frienaliness” amongst 1 $216" Py & eiliaven, °r Peace by bring;

] hat has peen, I believe, the
broad object sometimes more and soTnetimes
less successfullg i)ursued by successive British
Ministries. | believe it is still the essential
thing we should aim at.

We now have in our hands an instrument
for that purpose, in the League of Nations,
incomparably more effective than anything
we-llave liad before.. We ought to do our
utmost to strengthen the League and make
it more and more the corner-stone of our
policy, for unless'we can get rid of th<- war
machinery, the idea of forcé and compulsion,
I do not niyself think there is any hope that
we shall see a pacified and restored Europe. |

CANADIAN VIEWS.

done bZ6re Y17 gPeat deal of R°«d bas been
therefor. Lea*u® andjtought to get credit

general smuts.
— <Pr’'me Minister of South |

wish to joinidn Kxpeespisat verv
has done at Geneva. He h*is

g !
el ipvgluable sevige, At BRSO ERA
pne, in the stand he has made for the
1™alue prInC’Ples_and for.tbe position of the
neague. | nominated him as the South
Afncan representative, not because he was
necessary irom the South African point of |
. teTrite/t0 defend South African interwts. but
IFoATAOUHReFiYS MiTPmitfe theedligat AratagRyHst

Africa?
ct [}

and much other

iflouted, because the League is being attacked,
Tnese young
have an added motive and an
nnd min-
Greai

But it is to our interest. not only from the
point of view of the British Empire, but lar
inore still from a broad human point of view,
to support the [League as «trongly as we can.
We see a whole

support. the synJelk™@Wers where theg. ;101 to a definition of foreign policy than is ex-

iessod in its adhesion to the League of
ations, and | w:is very much gratified to

liear on all sidi‘3 to-day. from Lord Robert
Cecil and irom the representatives of other
) States who have spoken. the view expressed
°f watikind. The more | tli-it the foreign polic
group of nations. oug
shall not say to which we ought to be com-
mitted, but 'in which we ought to be inter-
ested—should be ifi harmony with the prin-
cipies underlyin
sincerely trust that will always be so.
is so. there will never be any difficulty
our following a common course together, and
folléwiug it effectively.

in which we. as a
to be interested”™-1

e

tho League of Nations. |
If it
in

INDIA AND OPIUM.

Lord Peel.—At Geneva some resolutions

were passed with referente to the_ traffic
ittt opium. and we have been critici’ed,
1 understand, ir. certain quarters because 0 ;r
representativos could not 'fully accept those
resolutions and were compelled to make a
reservation oa behalf of ludia. The reserva-
tion tliat was made on behalf of India was
to the following effect:—““That the uso of
raw opium according to the estoblislied
practico in India and its production for -fieli
use are not jllegitimate under the Conven-
tion.” Those who are familiar with Indian
liabits and customs will realizo how esseiVi-il
it was that tbe representatives of India should
support such a reservation.

Let me remind the Conference that the
Indian Government have made very gre.it
sacriilces in the cause of the restriction of
this opium traffic. They have sacrificed »io
less than four million sterling per year by
their restriction of this traffic, a very great
sacriilee indeecl in the case of a countrv with
such a large poor population and such com-
paratively limited resources as India possesses.
But. not oniy that. they have ’nost
loyally and faithfully and fully ca.rried out.
1 ‘was going to say fa the letter. all tlie pro-
visions of The llague Conventions in con-

nexion with tlie subject of opium.

And not only that. The Indian Govern-
! 'ment have been very careful to restrict all
| their exports of opium to the amount actually
]}_\approved ,of by the Governments of the
A-tbeytave; liihict'onlv expoMeil-‘ohi-ittW\IT, -
as you might cali them. from those particular
countries. And | would like to add this point,
that as regareis the growth of opium, during
the last three years this has become a subject
which is domestic to the Provinces rather than
an all-Inilia subject, because this question of
the growth oi opium is now under the control
of Ministers, ludian Ministers, in the
Provinces ; in fact, it is altogether under the
control of Indian Ministers except- in one
particular province. and that is Assain. 'Diese
Jjudian Ministers are responsible to Councils,
and those Councils consist of a substantial
majority of popularly elected persons ; and,
therefore. we may assume that. those .Ministers
responsible to those Councils are fully cog-
nizant of the interests of their owii people
and are fully competent. if thev wish, in the
interests of those people to restrict the growth
of opium. 1

THE WEEK’S WORK.

The following record shows the work
done by the Imperial Conference and the
Imperial Econoinic Conference during
the pa-st. week —

IMPERIAL CONFERENCE.

Monda¥Y (OCTOBER 8).—Discussion upon
Foreign Belations opened by Mr. Mackenzie
King and continued by Mr. Bruce, Mr. Mass'\e/?/,
General Smuts. Mr.” Kevin O’Higgins, r.
Warren, Lord Peel, the Maharajah of Alwar,
and Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru.

THURSDAY —Statement by Lord Curzon
on the political events resulting from tlie
Janina murders. Discussion on the League ot
Nations opened by Lord Robert Cecil.

IMPERIAL ECONOMIC

CONFERENCE.
Tuesday.—Mr.  Bruce's general speech
on Imperial topics. Question of Empire

Settlement referred to a committee for con-
sideration and report. Government'’s plan for
extension of Imperial Preferencc outlined by
Sir Philip Lloyd-Greamc and acknowledged
by delegates. Consideration of proposals ad-
journed to allow delegates full time for con-
sideration. i i }

Wedxesday.—Discussion on “ Imperial
preferencc in public contracta ” and on “ Co-
operaron in Financial Assistance to Imperial
Development.”  Prcsident of the Board of
Trade announced that the Government pro-
posed to advance part of the interest for a
eriod in respect of anticipated schemes of
mperial development which were put in hand
before the normal time.
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useful information

1 . ! was right for them to discuss and express an
the Se“.'e”ge”.t of these refugees on a sound the point. It is ptrhaps worth “while to gpinion upon these events. It was begun by  Mr. Mackenzie King (Prime Minister of
«ccgr:ormlcr m?’}:'soke Us administiative work. | F€mind the Conference o Hie J’?smon of tue the Presiden! of the Council. Viscount Ishil, cafada)—I do not know that I have much
agap R e ARG EEEE e g e oo b wiih e Soel Sy byl Somn e s ot
] T s -various» ministratlve . . . y iati H H

dvrtieB which have fioeir oftercd to I by the ‘ex-Mimsters, or ersorﬁglg%nggt%motfj't SRind 1 Ivho expressed certain criticismis, particularly ?gc%r"\s/(ézlgtlonar{?éulwle |rilr1:0rrnaajgggn "o b?r\{g
Lausarme Treaty ; or you may take the nimber £ e or b o ¢ that the matter liad not been referred direcllv ailJa N o %’m the Fact that Inory {
of other cases—1 will not weary the Conference the smaller Powers are not infrequentlv i {5%he International Court of Justiee ; | made PBallaTGyes

by enumerating any more-—from what is
called the intellectual cooperativo work which,
I think, perhaps has more the sympathy of
our Continental' neighbours than ourselves,
down to a conference for fixing the movable
feasts of the Church so as to have a fixed
holiday instead of a movable one.

All this work has been done, and | think
with very great and remarkable success. and,
considering the jritmense amount of advanta%e
that has accrued to the populations of the
world, with wonderfullv little expense. | do
not believe it could have been done in any
other way than by the existence of the League.

The truth is that the League really has
done splendid work in all these respeets, and
when Lord Curzon said the other day that the
League had exercised a wholesome and con-
ciliatory influence in the world of politica. |
do not think it is right to under-estimate the
immense importance of all these kinds of
activities in that conciliatory influence on
the largor political questions which have to
be transacted between nations. But, of course,
all that is comparatively a minor matter.

DIFFICULTIES REMOVED.

The second object of the League is the
object of achicving international peace and
security, and anyonc may well say, ” How can
you make any claim for the League if you con-
sider the condition of Europe now after the
llague has been in existence for three or four

ears ? 7 | feel the forcé of the observation.

ut in the first place | must point out that the
Ix>ague is only what the Govemments com-
posing it choosc to make it. It is for them to
-av. As | have already cxplaincd. it is not a
super-State, it ha< no coercive jurisdiction—
it I1s for the Governments to say how much or
how little work they entrust to the League.

The League was not askcd to deal with the
Russo-Polish war. or with the Turco-Greck
wat-, or with the question of reperations, and it
i- those three big questions more than anything
else that have |'een lesponsiblc for the unrest
Which still prevails in Europe. No doubt, of
course. it may be said that if it had bren askcd j
tu deal with those three big questions it wouid

think ] might say almost usually, represented nobert
by _their I-oreign Minister or somebodyv off
eqtial authority in their countrv : Dr lienest,
on behalf of Czeclio-Slovakia. Sir. Nintchitclif
on behalf of Serbia. Mr. Kalfoff on behalf oN.
Bulgaria, and Dr. Nansen on behalf of Nor-i

way. and so on. Consequently a very lagg”

some observations. ecil went so carefully andfullyinto
J Theu occurred a reallyr rather remarkable
demonstralion. Eight or ten representatives
from all parts of the world, from all four
quarters of the globe, one after the other,
expressed in the strongest way their convic-

in which we Are all so interested.

In speaking of the Italian-Greek crisis and
the relations of th< League thereto we cannot,
from a distance, jut feel that the extent to
which public opiiion was focussed on the

roportion of them speak directly for theirs. .. 1K' Lea was competent to deal dispute was inepased a thousandfold by
(F?‘-.-O\F/)ernments. and thos% "I° are n):)t actuall '"nv]'é{géﬁ?s’}“ha;%eﬁa%’%ﬁer}ggegre R Bmeor i virtue of the fact] hat the League’s authority
Ministers are usually people of such impo : to a eerta’n expnt had apparently been
anee_ that anything they say carries the =~ THE RIGHT OF OCCUPATION.  ignored. It gav<to every countrv, certainly
optnions of théir countries with them. to Cafada in hei interest in the dispute, a

kJUst Mr and summarize what seems t0  faq|

mbtld in*™ pe/T' the result! Greece s*b’ ing of immed te concern, which | think

THE COURSE OF EVENTS. she otherwise woufl ntver have had. 1 believe

It was. fhereforg, gf great importance that gad_ t luest*°fis under Artieles 12 and 15, that much the E)ne feeling ivas aroused in
"VaST4 reallv stlOfig. vehement feeling DbniinrT*l. have, explained, the Council was Ameérica, though I1® ts not a member of the
that the League must act and must do ItS them entortara them and did entertain [ eague. | think tere was a feeling that, after

duty. and a strong feelinz also. oi course, that
the occupation and bombardment of Corfl
was. in( tiie circumetances. not a defendible
proceeding. Thfro flad been delivered on
the 2nd—and thisisfill*important factor in the
situation—the reply  the Greeks to the Note
irom the Ambassadois' Conference, and in
that reply they expresoed their willingness to
accept whatever the kmbassadors Put upon
them. On the same (Cy ! received. and was °
intensely grateful to tlie Prime Minister and
the Foreign Secretare for them. the instruc-
tions from (fie Rntia’, Government author-

as the i iC WaS r'° resort_. ‘war and henee, all, nations had «ideavoured to set up somc
fot anul f&\ Said ‘Aftacle 16 gid machinerv to tak tbe place of forcé, which i

auestion’ waOn tbe otber hand, a very serious machinerv should-be respected.

Italian G”vernmert TntO =Ctl°? °-?he | pelieve that tiJ fact that the League was
m . uvernment #n occupying territory nieeting at the timl certainly went far in arous-
Thet is nrii en °rce a demand against Greecé. ing world opiniOn and would have led to a
of us would Tisfar a matter as Perhaps some much more vigoro»8 action from the Gutside

i ) H world if necessity had occasioned it. Cer-
rg}nnnmltbtecdol%mbc;arfog:r tcboeun(:[:rci’;/se noinglllf(irrﬁg tainly nothing could better express the views

091 © - h ; that” were held in Cafiada generallv with

XA 7elCl2l °f thatkind,  Si*l Frederick oference to the susPorf which should be given
s 'r)[mk,c‘g‘ﬂ)ﬁg t?]tlit’?g“a?fg st?rohh%rp(r:ggggdé?i?ls to the League than the concluding remarks
p 9 . of Lord Robert CeCil- dn every particular they

oY ) i rei e £ Sase ,n the egrl? ’sixties, where )
izing \me to tat<e wh(Haver atlctlon | thought the )E)’,rltlsﬁ Government “did almost exactly Wwould Le endorsed w'fh enthusiasm from one
nght to support the cJenant. me as the Italian end of our countrvF® the other.

Britidh St Tieas 1aHAT GOV ™IS CANADA (ND ARTICLE 10.

one of the feudal clgns. This was before the . Sir Lomer Goui>—I was at Geneva repre-
marvellous changes in Japan. The British senting my countrf at the last meeting of the
Government demanded £25,000 as compensa- Assembly “of ffie league of Nations.” I fol-
tion to the relativos of the murdered mani j . deliberations which took place and
and £100,000 as compensation to the British ;v®, dnliberatiofjg of the Council. | must say
Government, and apolegies and the arrest' i Proud of the role which was played
of the criminais. M hen tbe criminais were| tZk e *Assemblv by the Council. and by Lord
not arrested as quickly as they thought, thev t Ofnr* “ecil. ~j’jnust take this opportunity
ought to be arrestéd. the’ British Fleet to thank Lord Robert Cecil for the great help
bomna.rded a place called Kagoshima and he gave Cafiada a»d to the proposition that
burned it to the ground. . . d before the Assembly with regard to

I mention this because it is right that we Article 10 of the Covenant.

should realizo that. apart from the Covenant, As >°u remembef- 'n 1919. at the time that
there was nothing unusual, whatever wc may me 1 cace Conference was preparing the
think of it as a proper internelional pro-] tovenant, the rppresentative of Cafiada, mv
ceeding, in what the Italians did at Corfa. | Pr®dece8soran raffeo %@vmtmgsﬁ n%’
On the other hand, it has raised the question | AMdidgol@yh@nio a”cr P NPAY I Yiah SHENRST !

1 he next day the Greek Note to the Ambas-
sadors was received nnd we received informa-
tion of tho rather vehonient and formal rejec-
ilfi" ir’f rall comPetence of the Llague on
behalf of the Italian government. That ""a8
Soptomber 2. When met on September 4
in the fnst public meeting oi the Council. the i
Itah«« instructions had not arrived. One of |
the Itahan repasen!*/jves I’ad been pent to
t ha? woO-8l01 pplsoial instructions and all
that we did on tllat rCasioil was to liear a
further proposa] ftom /L. Greek Government
offenng tho dep0Sit V 50.000.000 lire in a
S=>< 'Ts=> mjev™" Magt “mis,n |

Ther, eajpg the mili—of Septebert. gng |

| the different aspecte of the work of the League '

simLrehre \ he ml8ht nué effectively to
wav whilhal re™M"® e has done Su‘in a
a> which 1 think is above Eraise.

THe mwral stock Gf thle British Empire, so
far as | am informed, is very high in Genera,
1 was very much struck by what one of the
Seuth Afriean re) ives teld me 011 his
return from Geneva the other day. He said
the niost- remarkable thing at Geneva is the
confldence, the faitli, the rebanee which all
the small peoples of the world represented
there have in the British Empiro and in the
stand that we are making for justiee, fair play,
and international honesty. hat is a matter
of very great importance to us, and | think
it is very' laigely due to the ethical tone whicli
Lord Robert Cecil has been able to give to
the discussions there. and the message of
good will that he has been able to bring from
this country and from the other young nations
of the British Empire to the nations of the
world.

Lord Robert has told us this moming, in bis '
ve:jy full statement, what the League has done
and the successes the League has achieved,
and he has in particular referred to the
successful restoration of Austria. The success
of the Austrian experiment is valuable and
sigr.ificant not only in itself. but because it
points a wav to a similar treatment to any
other country that may require our help in
the future. © 1 was discussing with some
financial men in the City v.hat might be done !
in case Germany were to break down com-
pletely financially. and there was a_consensua
of opinién that the Austrian experiment h.td
been so successful. and formed so good a
precedent, that. if we had to take action, our
treatment of Austria might serve as a very
valuable precedent.

And let me say this, that in the case of
Austria also South Africa has been aple to
be helpful. We happened to have as one
of our South African representatives a gentle-
man of Austrian origin. and of very great
financial ability, who has been able to make
a very notable, if not the main. contribution
towards the rehabilitation of Austria.

““THE LEAGUE INEVITABLE.”

I would press very strongly that the British
Empire, the British Government, and the
Governments represented here at this Confer-
ence should uso all their power in order to keep
their hands clean and support the League, and

Lont This inva’uablc publication should be in
the hands ofi ev«vy itiwteur-

and experimenter.

j -car’\trL_Jctor -
It costs nothing !

BUY THIS WEEK'S

|OPUL/fIKS

On sale everytvhere TO-DAY.

IMPORTANT notice

OwI1XG to the enormous demand for last week’s
issue, containing the tree booklet entitled

2 How to Make the *P.W.* Combinador» Set

copies rapidly sold out, as did a large second edition.

A third edition has now been printed and all who

were unfortunately unable to obtain copies should

aPply at once to the nearest newsagent or bookstall.
R by chance no copy is in stock

PLACE AN ORDER FOR IT
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Montevideo,Novie.'br ? de 1925

Senor Doctor Alberto Guani,

Enviado Extraordinario y Ministro Plenipotenciario
de la Republica en Bélgica.

Bruselas

Estimado amigo:

) ) Me es grato acusar recibo de su nota con-
fid encial del 18 de Octubre pasado.

La valiosa informacién que ella contiene y
mucho agradezco, demuestra el celo y la inteligencia
con que Vd. ha desempefiado su mision en el Congreso de
Ginebra, con evidente beneficio para el concepto moral
del pais, que estamos en el deber de contemplar en todo

momento.
Lo saluda su affmo



